
Egremont News
Issue 69 May, 2013
Rules & Regulations of this Newsletter:

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep residents informed of what is going on in our community.  It is printed on a bi-monthly
basis by the Selectmen’s Office Staff.    Articles submitted by Town Boards are not edited by the Select Board or Office
Administrator.   Outside organizations are allowed to submit articles of no longer than one column length.  These articles are to
be factual and will not be printed if they contain any political format, forum, or communication.  We welcome reader input and
hope you enjoy reading the Newsletter.
**********************************************************************************************

We would like to be able to cut down on expenses of
printing this newsletter if possible.  If you are able to
get the newsletter electronically please let us know.

Special Town Meeting:
May 7, 2013 6pm at the Mt. Everett High

School Cafeteria.  Warrants are available on the
town’s web page at www.egremont-ma.gov,at Town
Hall, or at the Library.  
Annual Town Meeting:

May 7, 2013 7pm at the Mt. Everett High
School. Warrants are available on the town’s web
page at www.egremont-ma.gov,at Town Hall, or at
the Library.  
Annual Town Election:

May 14, 2013 10am to 7pm at the North
Egremont Fire Station. 

Selectmen:
Don’t forget the Egremont Memorial Day

Parade:  Monday, May 27 beginning at the South
Egremont Fire Station about 12:15pm.

The Egremont Volunteer Fire Department
urges you to obtain a lock box if you are often not at
your home here in Egremont.  This box will contain a
key to your residence so that the Fire Department
does not need to break into your home if they need to
access it.  The Fire Chief and Assistant Fire Chief are
the only ones with access to the key that opens your
lock box.   The order forms are available at Town
Hall.

The construction of the Police Facility
continues.  The site work was recently completed. 
Once the parking area and driveway have been hard
surfaced the Police Department will be able to move
in.  

For meetings and elections that take place at
the North Egremont Fire Station, most attendees will
have to park at the Town Hall in order to not block

the Fire Trucks.  The Town has constructed a walkway
from the Town Hall parking area to the Fire Department
parking area.  A flood light to illuminate the area is to
be installed soon.  There can be no parking in front of
the Fire Station doors and in the Fire Truck turn around
near the new Police Facility.

The Board approaches the summer with hopes
for a new beginning in our Police Department and our
Water Department, solving the issues that have been
front and center in the local news as we moved into
spring.  

ECO-TIP
The last time we had a colder-than-average month in the
U.S. was in 1985. We must all do what we can to reduce
global warming.

Want to hold a Town Office:
It’s that time of year again… appointment time!  
The Selectboard appoints and reappoints

members to various committees, towards the middle of
June, that serve the town.  Many of these do not require
you to be a registered voter.  They only require the
desire to serve.  The committees with positions that are
up for appointment or reappointment are: Animal
Control Officer and Deputies, Board of Appeals and an
Alternate (this requires voter registration),
Representative to the Berkshire County Regional
Planning Commission, Conservation Commission,
Council on Aging, Draft Hydrant Committee, E-911
Coordinators, Egremont-Alford Cultural Council,
Emergency Management Coordinator, Fence Viewers,
Field Driver, Finance Committee (this requires voter
registration), Fire Chief and Assistant, Forest Warden,
French Park Committee, Gas Inspector, Hazardous
Waste Coordinator, Board of Health (this requires voter
registration), Historical Commission, Municipal
Coordinators, Plumbing Inspector, Pound Keeper,
Agricultural Commission, Southern Berkshire Medical

http://www.egremont-ma.gov
http://www.egremont-ma.gov
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Reserve Corps, Surveyor of Lumber, Technology
Study Committee, Town Historian, Veterans’ Agent,
and Wire Inspector.

Some of these positions are mandated by the
state and some require special knowledge or
experience.  Yet, there are many committees here that
welcome new members and are not limited as to the
number of members.  We welcome both year-round
residents and second-home owners to inquire about
some of these committees and join in the good work
that they do.

Descriptions of each position and each
committee’s purpose is available at our Town Hall. 
We welcome seeing new faces and hearing new
ideas.  Many of these committees do not require great
amounts of time and some can be flexible to match
its members’ time constraints.  So if you’ve ever sat
back and wondered why a committee is doing
something or thought you had a better idea… we
want to hear it.  A community is only as strong as its
citizens.

ECO-TIP
Using compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs)
reduces the amount of mercury in the atmosphere,
because (1) they use 75% less electricity, and (2)
coal-fired power plants that produce electricity are
the leading source of mercury contamination. CFLs
contain minute amounts of mercury (less than 1% of
what was in those old-fashioned mercury
thermometers), so if you break one, find cleanup
instructions at this website:
(http://www2.epa.gov/cfl/cleaning-broken-cfl). The
environmental benefits far outweigh any risk.

Police Department:
Spring is officially here and there is a lot of

activity within EPD. We are very close to obtaining
the Certificate of Occupancy for the new station.
Majority of the construction is done minus the paving
for the parking lot and the basement, which will be
completed after opening. We will keep the public
informed as to when we schedule our
dedication/grand opening ceremony. 

Residents should be aware that with the
arrival of spring, there are a few warnings that need
to be addressed. First, we have had numerous bear
sightings in the area due to the end of the hibernation
cycles. Below are some tips for homeowners to avoid
attracting bears:

· Take down bird feeders by April 1 (earlier if
bears are active) and don't put them back up
until December 1. Feeders may be hung from a
wire at least 8 feet from the ground, but even if
the feeders are inaccessible or "bear proofed",
bears may be attracted by spilled seed. Birds do
not need supplemental food in spring and
summer and will not suffer from the lack of
artificial feeding. Use other means, such as
flower beds, dusting sites, bird baths, and
nesting boxes to attract birds for your
enjoyment.

· If feeding pets outside, be sure that all pet food
is consumed at a single feeding. Don't leave pet
food or dirty food dishes outside overnight.
Bears will be attracted to pet foods stored in
trash cans or sheds. Be sure that bears cannot tip
over and open food containers or break into
sheds. Food odors may attract bears even if they
can't gain access.

· Store all garbage in closed containers in a
secure garage or inside location. Small bags of
garbage may also be frozen and placed in the
trash immediately before pickup. Do not leave
trash cans unattended overnight. Wash and rinse
cans regularly since bears may be attracted by
odors. Double-bagging trash and placing
ammonia, bleach, or camphor in the cans may
reduce food odors but is not a guarantee that
bears will avoid the trash.

· Clean greasy barbecues and picnic grills with an
ammonia-based cleanser after using them. Grills
may be covered with aluminum foil prior to use
to minimize soiling of the grill surface. Dispose
of used foil in a secure container. Gas grills
should be operated on high setting after cooking
to burn off food residues. Do not leave food
scraps, spilled grease, or dirty picnic utensils at
your picnic area. Scrub and cleanse picnic
tables and benches.

· Do not place meat scraps, fruit or vegetable
remains, or sweet materials in your compost pile
or bin. Bears (and other wildlife) may be
attracted to these items.

· Do not leave soiled diapers or diaper pails
outside. Bears will be attracted to and feed upon
the fruit and vegetable residue in the diapers.

· Be sure that your home is secured against
wildlife, especially during warm weather. Do
not leave home with the screen door locked and
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the inside door open. Bears can and will
break through the screening to get at food
items in your kitchen. In at least 1 instance in
Massachusetts, bears gained entry by pushing
an air conditioner into the house and entering
through the hole. 
If you see a bear, DO NOT attempt to

approach it or feed it. For nuisance issues, call EPD
(413-528-2160), the Mass. Division of Fisheries &
Wildlife at (413) 684-1646, or the Mass.
Environmental Police at (800) 632-8075. 

Secondly, as the weather warms, most people
are searching for contractors to begin home
improvement projects. Please follow these
suggestions when looking for potential contractors:

· Never leave a contractor alone in your home.
Move with them from room to room, this
makes it harder for them to pocket small
items like jewelry. 

· Never hire people on the spot. Sometimes
people go door-to-door offering different
services to homeowners. Before you decide
to hire someone for a home improvement
project, make sure to check their references
and make sure they are licensed and insured.

· Let neighbors know when you have a home
improvement project planned and when they
should expect to see contractors coming and
going from your home. After the project is
finished, let neighbors know that contractors
should no longer be expected at your home.

Get a written contract and don't sign anything
until you completely understand the terms.
Pay 10% down, or $1000, whichever is less.
Don't let payments get ahead of work. Keep
records of payments. Don't make final
payment until you're satisfied with the job.
Don't pay cash. Keep a job file of all papers
relating to your project. 
If you need any assistance or would like

additional information prior to hiring a contractor,
you can call EPD or Tom Race (Egremont Building
Inspector) at (413) 528-0182, ext. 13.

As always, we thank the residents of
Egremont for their continued support and well
wishes. Please feel free to stop by any time as we
employ an “open door” policy. 

Southern Berkshire Regional School:
The School Committee meeting on June 13 at

6:00pm will take place at the South Egremont School. 
Please join us.

Historical Commission:
We have always known there are a few more

Egremonts.  Several years ago, Lord Egremont came to
visit us.  One of the other Egremonts in England has
been in touch with us about a big party they are
throwing for themselves on August 18 , 2013.  It isth

located more or less across the Mersey Roave from
Liverpool and we are all invited to ferry across and take
a walk along their historic promenade.  We will be
sending something to help them celebrate - please
contact the Historical Commission for more information
if you are thinking of going.

ECO-TIP
Toss the chemical air fresheners, which have been
linked to developmental and sex-hormone abnormalities
as well as cancer:
(www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1664954,00.
html). Try natural fresheners like baking soda or
essential oils. Or, this spring, just open the windows.

Treasurer\Collector:
FY 2013 - Real Estate & Personal Property

Taxes are due no later than May 1, 2013.
REAL ESTATE/PERSONAL PROPERTY –

All tax bills are mailed and due no later than May 1 ,st

2013.  
MOTOR VEHICLE – Calendar year 2013

Motor Vehicle bills are mailed periodically as the State
sends them to the Town. You must apply for abatement
if you have turned in the plates or traded vehicles. The
owner is responsible for passing on the information.
Simply complete the reverse side of the tax bill and
follow the directions.(Copies of returned plate receipts
or transfer receipt is required.)

TAX ASSESSMENTS - Any questions
concerning your tax assessments must be directed to the
Board of Assessors. 

Board of Assessors :
Don’t miss the ANNUAL TOWN MEETING,

May 7 , Tuesday at the Mount Everett Regional Highth

School Cafeteria.
One of the Articles we ask you to voter for at

the ANNUAL TOWN MEETING is Article 6.  This
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article is to exempt Personal Property under $1000 in
valuation. The purpose is to limit the remitting and
collecting of Personal Property taxes of very small
amounts. Processing these very small tax bills is
more expensive than the collected amounts. 

Do not miss: Egremont has a GIS
(geographic information system) for everyone to

access. With this online tool you can access not only
Egremont parcel/tax maps, parcel lines and numbers
and other geographic information but also aerial
views, civic points, etc. It is a wonderful tool and we
encourage you to go to this location and play with it.
There is a help tab, and you can see restricted
properties, wetlands and even information on
wildlife. You can also do an un-certified abutters list
with this system Please go to:
www.caigisonline.com/EgremontMA and let us know
what you think.
          Our New Tax Rate: The Fiscal Year Tax rate
is 7.89. FY 2012 was 7.86.

Conservation Commission:
Vernal Pools - Enjoy Them; Conserve Them! 

Are you lucky enough to have a vernal pool
on your property - or know where one is in the
woods? There are probably over a dozen here in
Egremont, though only one is currently certified with
the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species
Program. Fortunately, certification isn't necessary for
vernal pools to receive a fair amount of protection in
the same way that streams and ponds do - mostly

under the Wetlands Protection Act. Be sure to seek
advice from the town's Conservation Commission if
you want to do any work or building near such ponds. 

Vernal pools are ephemeral - they come, they

go. By definition, a vernal pool must hold water
minimally for two continuous months, but some stay
wet for a whole year before once again drying up the
following year. (Basically, a vernal pool has to dry
out often enough NOT to hold fish on a permanent
basis.) It can be any size. It can be natural or man
made (an old quarry, for instance). It might be in an
open field or in the deep woods. It might even be part
of a stream bed in the spring time, becoming isolated
and eventually drying up later in the year. 

A vernal pool is a productive hatchery for

terrestrial amphibians, attracting frogs and
salamanders from nearby woodlands. (A modest
sized vernal pool might attract several thousand wood

frogs entering to breed and then returning to the forest!)
Because these ponds are free of predacious fish,
numerous amphibian and invertebrate species have
found it beneficial to their species to have adapted their
life cycles to them. A few Massachusetts species are
entirely dependent on these temporary ponds for their
life cycles: the wood frog, the spadefoot toad, four
salamanders (spotted, blue-spotted, Jefferson and
marbled) and two species of fairy shrimp. Most other
frogs, some reptiles, numerous insect larvae, fingernail
clams, amphibious snails and many other species will
use vernal pools as well as regular ponds and streams
for their reproductive needs. 

The food chain within a vernal pool begins with

forest leaves being decayed by bacteria and fungi. When
the frog tadpoles hatch, they feed on the leaves, other
plant materials and algae. The developing forms of
diving beetles, fishflies, dragonflies, damselflies, water
scorpions, as well as some adult insects, eat the
tadpoles. Salamander larvae are carnivorous, one
species eating another and tadpoles. Turtles and snakes
feed on developing species; owls feed on critters
traveling to and from the pool; wading birds, raccoons,
large frogs all feed at vernal pools. Of course, these
pools also serve as watering holes and as wet, cooling
links between other wetland environments for many
reptiles and amphibians. 

Visiting a vernal pool on a regular basis can be

very rewarding. Get permission from the landowner, of
course. Look at samples but return them. Go back often,
starting in early spring. The salamanders and wood
frogs tend to access the pools at night, so consider a trip
by flashlight some warm, early spring evening. 

Look for fairy shrimp, special to vernal pools.

These inch long shrimp swim "upside down" and have
white, forked tails. They produce broods of encysted
eggs because their eggs must both dry out and then be
re-submerged in water in order to hatch. For this, only a
vernal pool will do! 

Wood frog choruses are LOUD in spring. Their

eggs are fist sized blobs (with up to l500 eggs in each!).
Algae can turn these blobs green within a few days. The
polliwogs hatch 28 days later. There are, of course, so
many other eggs, larvae, insects and critters to observe
as well. 

If you think you have a vernal pool on your

property and want help identifying it as such, please
give me a call and I’ll do my best to assist you (Penny

http://www.caigisonline.com/EgremontMA
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Pitts 528-0242). I've got a great little booklet I'll be
happy to share from the Vernal Pool Association
(www.vernalpool.org). Their website is chock full of
helpful information. 

Town Clerk:
A busy election season:

 April 30 is the State Primary.  Polls open
from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

 May 14 is Town Election.  Polls open from
10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

 June 25 Special State Election.  Polls open
from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Absentee Ballots are available for all these
elections.  Your request must be received, in writing,
by 12:00 noon on the Monday before the election.
            If you have not returned your Census Form
please do so ASAP.  By State Law, if your response
is not received by June 1  your voter status will best

changed to “inactive”.  
Please call 528-0182, ext 11 for questions or

concerns.

ECO-TIP
May 4, from 9 to 11:30 AM. Mini hazardous waste
collection at GB Recycling Center (across from
MMHS): Used motor oil, oil-based paints, turpentine,
stains, thinner. Important: Pre-register with Jamie at
888-577-8448 ext 14.

Council on Aging:

          We were so pleased with the turnout for our
January luncheon, we decided to organize another
event for Egremont seniors. On Wednesday, May 29
from 1-2pm we will have "Tea, Talk, and Walk" at
the Egremont Village Inn (formerly the Weathervane
Inn). The new owners of the Inn, Gigi and Tom
Teeley, are inviting us for tea and dessert to celebrate
their Memorial Day Weekend reopening, and to see
the improvements they have made. Susan Bachelder
will talk to us about three historical monuments of
our town: the library, the school, and the
Congregational Church. Immediately following we
will have a choice of activities: a South Egremont
historical walking tour, a walk to a new exhibit in the
Archives Room of the town library, and a health walk
led by Juliette Haas. There is no charge. To reserve a
place, please call Mary Brazie at Town Hall, 528-
0182, Ext. 10, and let us know that you are coming.

Let her know if you need transportation and we will
arrange it.

Board of Health:
Attention private well owners: Spring is an

excellent time to have your water tested. Testing is as
easy as 1-2-3…..

Pick up a water sampling kit at town hall. 
Follow the directions in the kit. Simple bacteria
testing costs about $30. A more detailed test which tests
for nitrites, nitrates, VOCs, ammonia, water hardness,
et. al. runs about $125.  Take your sample to the lab
within a few hours of when you drew it.

If you test your water once a year it’s good to
compare the results from year to year to see if there are
any changes.  If you’ve never tested your water this is
very good information to have.  

Here are a few simple things you can do to
protect the quality of your water:
- Locate your well head and keep the area around it
clean and free of debris.
- Chemicals, paints, pharmaceuticals should never be
poured down the drain or flushed down the toilet.
- Use pesticides, herbicides and lawn fertilizers
sparingly.  

Egremont Historical Commission:
As was mentioned in the last newsletter, the

primary function of the State’s Historical Commissions is
to promote and preserve historic architecture.  The Town
has two historic buildings located in the National Historic
Register District of the South Village.  The Mt. Everet
Academy building we call the library and the South
Egremont Village School.  Both buildings are listed on the
State’s historic building register and both buildings need
some work. The school building needs it the most.  The
northwest corner of the building is rotting away.  This was
noted in the 2006 EDM report.  Town counsel has
determined that the building and the property belong to
Egremont.  We therefore have the right and responsibility
to speak to its condition and use.  We have seen over the
last several years that the SBRSD simply does not have
the money to maintain it.  Each town now has to determine
its course for their structures.  Our buildings, whether
housing a school and library or used by the Town for any
other function - and that is not the issue before the town
this year - need work.

The library also needs attention.  Because the
Town has performed general maintenance on this building
over the years, it is in better shape than the school.  It does

http://www.vernalpool.org/
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however need to be reviewed for weight bearing load,
and also brought into compliance with the universal
access codes where feasible.  This was noted in the
2004 Library study, nearly 10 years ago.  As we hire a
new librarian, and expand the Archives Room holdings,
it is vital to know how many new books, or visitors can
actually enter the building. 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission will
fund 50% of any work required on historic buildings. 
We have applied for pre development grants for both of
ours.  To continue to move ahead on the application,
you are being asked to vote for money – our 50% - and
a preservation restriction.  The restriction indicates to
the state that we understand the historic value of these
structures and will keep them as such.  The money is
our pledge that we will cover the other half of the costs
if the state funds the first half for what needs to be
done. 

These two pre development grants will answer
questions about the structures, develop an historic
structures report, address the belfry and the bell,
universal access issues, foundational problems, and
other needs of both buildings.  It will then develop two
Requests for Proposals (Required for work on any
public building).  If we are lucky, the work on the
library will be minimal.  It is likely that the projected
cost for the work on the school has doubled.  This is
work that we know the longer we put off, the more it
will cost.  Your vote for these Articles is the first step
in securing our collective heritage for the Town. 
Questions?  Call Town Hall or the EHC’s Secretary for
more information. 

ECO-TIP
Rechargeable batteries not holding a charge anymore?
Recycle them (including 14.4 volt DeWalt
rechargeables) and old cell phones by dropping them
into the box in the hallway of Town Hall. Open 7 to 3
on weekdays.

Sustainability Coordinator
Egremont Zero Waste Challenge Update

Since the Egremont Zero Waste Challenge
was announced last July our annual garbage tonnage
has gone down 50 tons.  That reduction translates
into a $4000 savings to the town.  This is a great
example of how being “green” means not only
preserving resources like air and water but has cost
savings to boot! 

A special thanks to all of you who are taking

the extra time to separate your trash, recycle where and
when you can, use less and divert material which would
have normally gone into the trash container at the
transfer station.  

How can we make further reductions to meet
the 100 ton goal of the Egremont Zero Waste
Challenge?
             Continue to use the Goodwill truck. The kind
folks from Goodwill have agreed to another year with
Egremont. Every third Saturday of the month their truck
and operator will take your computer equipment,
clothing, textiles and furniture.  For a complete list of
the many materials they accept go to www.goodwill-
berkshires.com/donate.

Continue to recycle. If all of us recycled all the
materials that can be recycled all the time we would
reduce our trash by 40%.

Continue to bring material to the swap shop
at the transfer station. Reusing or “upcycling” old
material is a great way to reduce trash.

Compost your kitchen scraps and yard
waste. Compost bins are available at town hall for the
low price of $40. Every home in Egremont should have
a compost bin their backyard. 

Assorted retailer take-back programs.
Staples will give you a $3 store credit for every empty
printer cartridge you bring in. Home Depot will accept
compact florescent light bulbs (cfls) and rechargeable
batteries including those big, bulky hand tool battery
packs. 

The following new services are now being
offered at our transfer station:

Garden plant containers and trays. Thanks to
a partnership with Ward’s Nursery we are now
accepting plant containers and trays. Look for the bin
and poster with pictures of accepted containers near
Jim’s shed. 

Pellet and water softener plastic bags. A bin
is now in place to deposit this type of dense plastic bag.
Please make sure the bags says “#4 plastic” and that
they are clean and particle free. 

Keep up the good work Egremont. By reducing
our trash we are not only lowering the associated
hauling and disposal costs but we are reducing
greenhouse gases and keeping our air cleaner. If you
have any questions give Sustainability Coordinator
Juliette Haas a call at 528-0182 x 22. 

http://www.goodwill-berkshires.com/donate
http://www.goodwill-berkshires.com/donate
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Planning Board:
Article 23 on the Annual Town Meeting

warrant is a bylaw amendment proposal put forth by
the Planning Board to establish a Temporary
Moratorium on Medical Marijuana Treatment
Centers in Egremont.  The process under
Massachusetts law for zoning bylaw amendments
includes the delivery of a report by the Planning
Board to town meeting on the bylaw proposal. 
Following is the Planning Board’s report to Town
Meeting:

PLANNING BOARD REPORT TO ANNUAL
TOWN MEETING ON ARTICLE 23

Proposal to adopt a Temporary Moratorium on
Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers

This is the Report of the Planning Board to
Town Meeting as required for Bylaw Amendments
under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A.
Procedure:  On February 12, 2013, the Egremont
Planning Board requested that the Board of
Selectmen place an article on the Annual Town
Meeting warrant for a Bylaw Amendment to adopt a
Temporary Moratorium on Medical Marijuana
Treatment Centers in the Town of Egremont until
October 31, 2014.  Following the Selectboard’s
agreement on February 19, 2013, the Planning Board
published notice of a Public Hearing on the proposal
in the Berkshire Eagle on March 15, 2013, and
March 22, 2013, and held a Public Hearing on April
1, 2013, at the North Egremont Firehouse. 
Recommendation of the Planning Board:                 
Following the Public Hearing, the Planning Board
voted on April 1, 2013, to support the adoption of the
bylaw amendment as appearing on the Annual Town
Meeting Warrant.

The Planning Board supports the adoption of
this Temporary Moratorium on Medical Marijuana
Treatment Facilities in order to allow the town time
to assess upcoming new state regulations and the
potential impact of such a facility in the town of
Egremont and to draft a bylaw to address those
potential impacts.

At the November 2012 state election, voters
approved a new law to allow persons with certain
medical conditions to legally obtain and use
marijuana. The law allows the establishment of
Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers for the
acquisition, cultivation, processing and distribution
of marijuana for medical use.  The Massachusetts
Department of Public Health is in the process of

adopting regulations to govern Medical Marijuana
Treatment Centers and anticipates that those regulations
will be finalized in May 2013, after the Egremont
Annual Town Meeting.  

The Attorney General’s office has ruled that
towns may not adopt a total ban on Medical Marijuana
Treatment Centers but may enact a Temporary
Moratorium to give the town time to adopt a bylaw to
address that use of land.

Unlike many other towns, Egremont does not
have a commercial zoning district.  Egremont’s bylaw
currently allows “Retail Business and Consumer Service
Establishments” by Special Permit anywhere in the
General District.  Under our present zoning, the new
state law potentially means that homeowners or business
owners could be impacted by a Medical Marijuana
Treatment Center next to or nearby their property.  Until
the regulations are finalized it is not possible to assess
what these impacts might be.  

A zoning bylaw can mitigate impacts on our
homes and businesses, but the town needs time to
develop and propose such a bylaw.  The warrant article
asks for a temporary moratorium until October 31, 2014. 

This will be an entirely new property use in
Massachusetts and the impacts are unknown.  The
Planning Board recommends this Temporary
Moratorium until October 31, 2014, in order to have
adequate time for the town to consider potential impacts
and adopt a bylaw prior to any proposals for Medical
Marijuana Treatment Centers being acted on by the
town.  

Adopting this Temporary Moratorium on
Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers will give
Egremont voters the opportunity to influence how this
new state law will impact our town.  The Planning
Board asks for voters to support this Temporary
Moratorium at Town Meeting.

First Congregational Church:
          The First Congregational Church of South
Egremont will hold a bake sale at the North Egremont
Fire House on Election Day, May 14, starting at 10 a.m.
Any donations of baked goods for the sale are welcome.
Call 528-2368.
           There are also two tentative dates to keep in
mind: June 23 at 3 p.m. we hope to have the Becket
Praises Team again and June 30 we are planning our
annual Strawberry Social.
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          Also, we will be having a fund drive to help to
defray expenses of renovating and refurbishing our
historical church and parsonage...Keep tuned for
future happenings.

Egremont Garden Club:
PLANT, BAKE, BOUTIQUE SALE - MAY 25

Spring is here and it’s time to plant. To help
you on your way, come to the Egremont Garden
Club’s Annual Plant, Bake and Boutique sale on
Saturday, May 25, in front of the First
Congregational Church in South Egremont . A
variety of perennials, annuals and herbs will be
available at low cost from 9:00 A.M. To 2:00 P.M.
The majority of the plants come from members’ own
gardens and so are sure to flourish in yours. Herbs of
all kinds are also locally grown and the annuals are
ready to go in the ground. Then after your hard work
gardening, why not treat yourself to home baked
cookies, brownies, breakfast breads, pies or a
beautifully decorated cake. The club will also hold a
boutique tag sale featuring straw hats for your
gardening work and slightly used wallets and scarves.
A variety of items for your home will also be for sale.
All proceeds from the sale go the Garden Club’s
work in supporting scholarships, Egremont holiday
decorations, gardening activities in local schools and
providing flowers in our local public gardens. We
hope to see you there.

Friends of Egremont History
BASKET PICNIC

July 21, 2013
Save that date!

Friends of Egremont History are up to something
again!

Come to an 1865 Basket Picnic and meet some of
Egremont’s Civil War soldiers!
(You won’t want to miss this!)

FoPL Friends of Prospect Lake
The Lake

Spring is here! The lake is still clear of
weeds and other stuff. Looks great for swimming but
the temperature is not cooperating. Sunshine glistens
on the water on clear, sunny days. At sunset a pink
glow is reflected on the clouds and in the water.
Later on, at dusk, there is a strange grayish light
making the scenery mysterious and foreboding.

Those of us who pay close attention have
seen the eagles, a pair, flying around the lake, often

followed by smaller birds and landing high up on the
trees. They are easy to spot because of their size and
white head. They are truly awesome. Roger and Sarah
Reed are looking for their nest. We’ll keep you posted.

The following information was taken from
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program,
published by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries &
Wildlife, March 2012. Bald Eagles usually inhabit
coastal areas, estuaries, and larger inland waters. This
species requires a great amount of shoreline habitat
containing stands of forest for nesting and trees
projecting above the forest canopy for perching, an
adequate supply of moderate-sized to large fish, an
unimpeded view, and reasonable freedom from
human disturbance. ... During the 2008 Midwinter Bald
Eagle survey, 72 Bald Eagles were counted in
Massachusetts. ...Protection and enhancement of
potentially suitable wetland and forest habitats, and
maintenance of known breeding, roosting, and
wintering areas will be critical to long-term
conservation of Bald Eagles in Massachusetts. To
achieve these objectives, landowners should work to
limit development near shorelines of large water bodies,
as loss of nesting habitat is a primary threat to Bald
Eagles in the state. Fishermen should be diligent in
proper disposal of fishing line and equipment. Eagles
are known to accidentally ingest hooks..

Let’s protect our eagles!

           The ice fishermen are gone but now there are
canoes and kayaks are out on the water. Unfortunately,
so are the geese. Let’s discourage them by blocking the
lawns with plants or other obstructions. If they do not
like the environment, they will seek better sites. The
ducks are also back--mallards, beautiful mergansers and
wood ducks. I saw about four up on the willow, a new
sight for me. I have a wood duck nesting box waiting
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for occupants! The flycatchers are also back, eating
up a storm of bugs. Are those goshawks or ospreys
flying over the lake?
Dates to remember

Annual Meeting: August 3, 2013
Annual Tag Sale: August 24, 2013

Meeting schedule: 
Meeting regularly.  Subject to change. Please see
postings of meetings at Town Hall and the Post

Offices for more detail.  This is not official.
Archives Room - First Saturday 9-noon 

or by appointment
Assessors - Tuesdays & Thursday 9am to 12noon &

by appointment
Council on Aging - Third Thursday of each month

at 4pm.  Other times as needed.
Board of Health - Monday- 8am to 1pm, Tuesday

8:30am to 12pm & 12:30 to 2:30pm, Wednesday & 
Thursday 8am to 1pm. Meetings - Thursdays as

posted 9am to 11am
Board of Selectmen - Meetings every other Monday

evenings 7pm.  Office weekdays 7am to 3pm.
Building Inspector - Tuesday 12:30pm to 3:30pm.

Other times and inspections by appointment
Conservation Commission - Second and Fourth 

Thursdays 7:00pm 
Finance Committee - Wednesdays 5:30pm January

through April. Other times as needed.
Library - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 2-6pm &

Saturday 9-12noon 413-528-1474
Planning Board - Second & Fourth  Monday 7:30pm 
School Committee: Second & Fourth Thursdays 6pm

Mt. Everett High School Library
Tax Collector:  Monday - Friday 7:00am to 3:00pm
Town Clerk - Every other Tuesday evenings 6pm- 

8pm, Tuesday mornings 9am to 12noon
or by appointment

Transfer Station - Tuesday & Thursday 8am to 1pm,
Saturday 8am to 3pm, Sunday 12noon to 4pm

Water Department - Office weekdays 8am to 2pm
Meetings second Thursday 4:30pm at Town Hall

       Zoning Board of Appeals - as needed
           To reach a board member or to leave a           

message please call the Town Hall 528-0182.

Business listings:
In an effort to promote local small businesses,

the following businesses/services located in, or near, 
Egremont have agreed to be listed here.  If we missed
asking you and you wish to be included, please send
your information to the Town Hall.

Prospect Lake Park and Campground - 
camping, swimming
413-528-4158 prospectlk@aol.com
www.prospectlakepark.com
Egremont residents receive a discount to access
the beach.

The Silo B&B - guest accommodations
413-528-5195

The Inn at Sweet Water Farm - B&B
1 Prospect Lake Road
413-528-2882
www.innsweetwater.com

The Egremont Village Inn - Lodging
413-528-9580

John Andrews’ Restaurant - Restaurant
413-528-3469

Swiss Hutte Country Inn and Restaurant-
Restaurant & Lodging
413-528-6200
www.swisshutte.com 

Robin’s Chair Caning - Chair caning and repairs.
Robin Walther
116 Egremont Plain Road
413-528-2537
robinschaircaning@gmail.com

Howard’s Antiques - Antique Lighting & Restoration
413-528-1232
www.howardsantiquelighting.com

Red Barn Antiques - Antique lighting & fine metal
polishing

413-528-3230
Home - Asian Antiques & Interior Objects

195 Hillsdale Road (Route 23)
413-528-5383
www.homeasianantiques.com 

41 Main Antiques Gallery - Vintage and modern
furniture, antiques, collectibles, architectural
and decorative objects.
413-528-0112
www.41mainantiques.com 

http://www.prospectlakepark.com
http://www.innsweetwater.com
http://www.swisshutte.com
mailto:robinschaircaning@gmail.com
http://www.howardsantiquelighting.com
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Blue Rider Stables - Therapeutic Horseback  Riding 
Lessons, summer programs
www.bluerider.org
413-528-5299

Green River Arabians & Pintos - 
Horse Boarding, lessons, judging.
413-528-2367 arabpinto13@yahoo.com

Indian Line Farm - Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) & Farmers Markets
413-528-8301
www.indianlinefarm.com 

Ivory Pond Farm - 
Llamas, Yarn and Woolens.  Dancing Crane
Rug Hooking Studio.  Hooked rugs, lessons
and supplies.
Tom & Liz Marino
413-528-9465
www.lizmarinorughooking.com
Llamama@wildblue.net

Turner Farms Maple Syrup - Phillips Road,  open
7am to 7pm 7 days a week.  413-528-5710

B&S Gventer “Books & Ephemera” - Buy & Sell
Books

www.bookfairs.com 
413-528-2327

Elfi Six  Shiatsu/Acutonics®, Bodywork 
413-644-9979
www.CosmicResonance.com

Zorn Family Chiropractic-Chiropractor
             44 Main Street, South Egremont

413-528-9654
healingspiritdc@yahoo.com

Zorn Core Fitness -
Personal, Couples & Group Training
Cardio Room  - $25 per month Free 1 month
cardio for Egremont residents
46 Main Street, South Egremont
413-528-1594
www.zorncorefitness.com
zornari@gmail.com

Yoga at Zorn Core Fitness, with Karin Beebe
Ashtanga Yoga & Gentle/Hatha Yoga
46 Main Street
413-528-0828  
kbyoga@gmail.com 

Divine Automotive - Automotive repair
413-528-8007

Old Egremont Country Store - groceries, beer, wine,
liquor, newspapers, lottery, & much more 
413-528-4796

Blueberry Lane Home Design - Interior decorating 
413-528-9633

Closet Collection - clothing & household 
consignment shop
 413-528-6236

Berkshire Veneer Company - wholesale/retail
wood veneer sales
413-644-9696

Toull Construction - Jobs large and small.
Lord St. Pierre
413-528-5548

“Jack of All Trades”-Handyman Services
Jack Buckley 
413-528-1982
413-446-1982

Ron Brazie Jr - Full service property maintenance and 
management.
413-229-8204 or 413-717-2889

Catamount Ski Area - Skiing & ropes course
413-528-1262
www.catamountski.com 

Anita Schilling - Real Estate Listing & Sales
William Pitt Sotheby’s       
413-528-4192 or 413-626-1920
anitaechilling@gmail.com

Florence F. Browner Real Estate - Full Service
90 Creamery Road
413-528-3266
flobro@wildblue.net 

Kenver Ltd - Winter Sports Equipment, Apparel &
Accessories
39 Main Street
413-528-2330
www.kenverltd.com

Maple Leaf Art Gallery - Joan Mentzinger
154 Hillsdale Road, Route 23

The Agency Without Walls - Helen Krancer
Marketing Consulting and Copywriting That
Get Results. 413-644-9700
helen@agencywithoutwalls.com

Cyber Knight - Matthew Wall
PC repairs - Networking - Internet
413-528-5415
matt@cyber-knight.net 

Dellea.biz Computer Services - Arthur Dellea
http://www.dellea.biz
413-528-1141

http://www.bluerider.org
http://www.lizmarinorughooking.com
mailto:Llamama@wildblue.net
http://www.bookfairs.com
http://www.CosmicResonance.com
mailto:www.healingspiritdc@yahoo.com
http://www.zorncorefitness.com
http://www.dellea.biz
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James Olmsted - Outdoor Services & Caretaking         
         Field mowing

413-528-0102
pager 413-261-2150

Berkshire Wildlife Solutions - Resolving conflicts
with  nature.  Eric F. Ives
Mass Problem Animal Control Agent
Consultation/Inspection, Capture, removal
and exclusionary work.
413-528-9813  413-250-5094

Berkshire Preserves: Small Batch Homemade
Marmalade and Jams
Barbara Fields
413-528-2824

Brookside Quiltworks - Catherine Kane - fabric shop
and quilt gallery.  2 Sheffield Road,
Egremont
413-528-0445
www.brooksidequiltworks.com

Maple Shade Enterprises: Quilts and Sew much more
Sue Delmolino Ives
413-644-0229 susandelmolino@yahoo.com

Gregory Cherin photography
South Egremont 1-917-991-0553
info@gregorycherin.com
Www.gregorycherin.com

Berkshire South Regional Community Center
15 Crissey Road, Great Barrington MA 
413-528-2810 www.berkshiresouth.org
Non-profit community organization serving
17 towns throughout the Southern
Berkshires.  Providing a variety of
educational, recreational and cultural
programs for all ages - from early childhood
to senior citizens - and partners with several
local organizations.  

Gogel & Gogel - Law Firm
Business law & litigation
40 Main Street
413-528-2698
www.gogel-gogel.com

Chloe Wosczyna’s travels: to view go to
www.studleyofegremont.com
House To House Hauling & Recycling

Trash hauling services and roll-off containers
services.
413-528-0943

             Support local businesses

“WHO IS HE”
by Stan Farnum

I watched the old man sitting there alone
and I thought, he looks like someone that I know.

His eyes look sad as though of some great loss
and loneliness is there although,

His smile sometimes shows a vagrant thought of some
passed happy day

that touched within his heart some rhyme
that wrote upon the slate of time

a line to make him smile that way.

His eyes still show a sometimes gleam
From days far in the past

and when he turns his snow touched brow
I see that many years somehow

Have let good features last.

And wrinkled though his cheek may be 
He drolly winks one eye at me.

He knows what here has come to pass
For I’m peering in the looking glass.

Town of Egremont
P.O. Box 368

South Egremont MA 01258
413-528-0182

www.egremont-ma.gov
tegremont@yahoo.com

Printed, on recycled paper, by the  Selectmen’s Office
Staff as submitted by Town Departments.

“The Town of Egremont is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.”

http://www.brooksidequiltworks.com
mailto:susandelmolino@yahoo.com
mailto:info@gregorycherin.com
http://Www.gregorycherin.com
http://www.berkshiresouth.org
http://www.studleyofegremont.com
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